
A message from Miss Collier

What a final week of term! Early years started the week in style by creating and flipping their own pancakes. There were 
lots of smiles as the children got to create and taste their own. As part of their Viking topic Y4 have visited the Jorvik 
Centre and DIG. They have learned so many new facts from the trip having seen viking coins and anglo saxon artefacts. 
The ride and smell in the Viking museum seems to have been a highlight!

The children who took part in Young Voices did us incredibly proud. They represented our school beautifully and 
behaved impeccably. They sang with confidence and energy, joining the thousands of other children at Sheffield Arena to 
create a truly memorable evening. In the weeks leading up to the concert the children have shown great commitment 
during rehearsals learning a wide range of songs and actions. We are incredibly proud of each and every one. Well done.

As part of National Online Safety day children have taken part in workshops on online safety from Anna Sarjantson from 
screen safe. Anna’s knowledge of the current risks online is extensive and we were lucky for her to share this with 
families after school this week. If you do have any worries or would like some guidance please do look at the website 
and contact her directly for help and support. We will forward further information as soon as we can. Thank you to all 
the parents who attended we hope you found it useful.

Staffing updates

Vice Principal - I am thrilled to announce that Mr Richard Smith will become our Vice Principal from 13th April 2026. 
Mr Smith is an exceptional teacher and leader who has demonstrated his ability to lead positive school improvement 
throughout our school. He impressed us all at the interview with his knowledge, experience, commitment and passion 
for school improvement. The Trustees, Local Governors and I were unanimous in our decision. We are very much looking 
forward to him joining the senior leadership team and we are confident he will be an excellent addition. Mr Smith will 
remain in Year 6 during the summer term to provide stability for the end of Year 6. From September, the role will be 
non-class based to further develop and build upon the rapid improvements we continue to make.

Mrs Walker - Our warmest wishes are with Mrs Walker and her family on her last day as she prepares to start her 
maternity leave. We hope you manage to have a few weeks of well-earned rest beforehand. Our very best wishes to you 
and your family. Ms Richardson will become class teacher for Douro after the half term break. 

Mrs Schofield - Today is Mrs Schofield’s last day as teaching assistant with us in Year 2. Please join me in wishing Mrs 
Schofield the best for her future endeavours and thanking her for her hard work and support.

Looking ahead

We look forward to welcoming you into school after the half term for parents’ evening on Tuesday 24th and Thursday 
26th February.  Please enter through the main front gate, into the playground via Bradley’s garden into the main 
reception area. We also can’t wait to see you at Sharing Assemblies! We begin on Friday 27th February with Nile class. 
Please enter via the Y3 door into the KS2 hall.

Whatever your plans this half term, I wish you all a lovely break. 
With warmest wishes,
Miss Collier
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Safeguarding 



SEND 
Hello everyone! During my first half term as SENCO at Poppleton Ousebank Primary, it has been my priority to simply 
listen and learn. I am a firm believer that you, as parents, are the true experts on your children, and our dedicated staff 
are the engines that drive their daily progress. This half term, I have been focused on 'the team around the 
child'—spending time in classrooms with our brilliant staff and meeting with many of you to understand your stories. I 
look forward to working together to ensure every child feels seen, heard, and supported. Any concerns please email: 
senco@pop.hlt.academy Please can we signpost you to some amazing support groups and networks including an 
educational support line and the autism specialist teaching team.

SEND CENTRAL is York’s Family Hub that specialises in 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This is a 
hub that families can seek advice and information about 
what’s available in York when they have children and young 
people who have additional needs, any age from 0 to 25. 

This is a place where families can meet multiple professionals 
and agencies all under one roof, meet other parents and carers 
of children and young people with SEND and where they and 
their child can access a range of information about events and 
activities.

If you’re looking for some advice, information and don’t know 
where to turn, pop along between 9.30am to 5.00pm Monday 
to Friday and chat to one of our friendly navigators. If you're 
unable to physically come to the hub you can email: 
sendcentral@york.gov.uk or telephone: 01904 555076 and a 
navigator will call you back.

mailto:seco@pop.hlt.academy


Wellbeing 
Wellbeing Ambassadors update 

Our Wellbeing Ambassadors recently led a 
fantastic whole-school assembly, sharing how 
birdwatching can have a positive impact on our 
wellbeing. They explained how spending time 
noticing nature can help us feel calmer, happier 
and more connected to the world around us.

Following the assembly, pupils were invited to 
take part in the Big Garden Birdwatch during 
lunchtimes, organised and run by the 
Ambassadors. It was wonderful to see so many 
children getting involved, observing different birds 
and contributing to our data collection. We are 
proud to have received a smart certificate to 
celebrate the positive data we collated together.

This week our Wellbeing Ambassadors have been 
busy again as they helped to run a lunchtime stall 
in school alongside the Wellbeing in Mind Team. 
This marked Children’s Mental Health Week, 
which this year has the theme of Belonging.

The Ambassadors have lots of thoughtful ideas for 
promoting wellbeing and supporting others across 
school, helping to ensure that everyone feels 
valued, included and that they truly belong.







Spring Term

w/c 16th February  Half Term

Tuesday 24th February Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30pm Classrooms

Thursday 26th February Parents’ Evening 3:30-6:30pm Classrooms

Thursday 5th March World Book Day Dress as a character or bring your favourite 
bedtime story and pyjamas.

Thursday 5th March Friends Book Bonanza All children to receive a free book

Thursday 5th March Reception ‘Someone Special’ reading Reception Ouse/Foss  2:30 - 3:00pm 

Wednesday 11th March Y2 Art Gallery trip

Thursday 12th March Y1 Yorkshire Wildlife Park trip

Thursday 19th March Friends Disco Y1/2 3:15 - 4:00pm 
Y3/4 4:15 -5:15pm 
Y5/6 5:30-6:30pm

Friday 20th March Red Nose Day Plans TBC by School council

Tuesday 24th March Y3/4 Production 5:00pm

Wednesday 25th March  Nursery Stay and Play - phonics 9:00 - 9:30am

Thursday 26th March Y3/4 Production 2:00pm   5:00pm

Friday  27th March Last day of school



Summer Term

Monday 13th  April Back to school Careers Week

Monday 20th April Clubs begin

Monday 20th April Y4 Residential Meeting 3:30 - 4:00pm Classrooms

Tuesday 21st April Class Photographs

Monday 4th May Bank holiday. School closed.

w/c 11th May Y6 SATs 

w/c 18th May Walk to school week

Monday 18th May Y6 Parent meeting for Residential 3:30pm Classrooms

Tuesday  19th May  Early Years/ KS1 Phonic workshops 3:30 - 4:15pm Classrooms

Thursday 21st May POPS Got Talent 2:00pm Hosted by School Council

w/c 25th May Half Term

Friday 5th June Pride -TBC Wear colour/rainbow celebrate difference

w/c 8th June Y1 Phonic Screening check   Y4 Multiplication check

Wednesday 10th June Nursery sports morning 10:30- 11:00am, Picnic lunch with parents

Friday 12th June Sports Day R/KS1 9:15am  KS2 2:00pm  School field

Friday 12th June Non uniform day Donation for the summer fair

w/c 15th June Y6 Bikeability

 Monday 15th- 16th   June Y4 Residential Malham Cove

Tuesday 16th June Welcome to Early Years 4:00-5:00pm

Wednesday 24th -26th Y6 Residential Robin Wood

Friday 26th June Staffing for next year/Classes go out TBC

Weds 1st Thurs 2nd July Whole School  Transition days TBC

Friday 3th July Popfest / Summer fair All day / 3:15-5:30 pm

Tuesday 7th  July Y6 Production 2:00 pm   5:00pm

Thursday 9th  July Y6 Production    5:00pm

Friday 10th July Reports go out

Thursday 16th July Y6 Colour Run 2:00pm

Friday 17th  July Y6 Leavers’ assembly 2:30pm Hall

Friday 17th  July Last day of term

Monday 20th - School closed Training day



Other important dates for your diary

Training days

Monday 1st September
Friday 24th October 
Friday 19th December 
Monday 5th January
Monday 20th July

Class sharing assemblies 

Friday 27th February Y6 Nile
Friday 6th March Y6 Niagara
Friday 13th March Y5 Mekong
Friday 20th March  Y5 Mississippi
Friday 27th March Y4 Danube
Friday 17th  April Y4 Douro
Friday 24th April Y3 Rhone
Friday 1st May Y3 Rhine
Friday 8th May Y2 Avon
Friday 15th May  Y2 Aire
Friday 22nd May Y1 Tyne
Friday 5th June Y1 Thames
Friday 12th June  R Foss Graduation
Friday 19th June R Ouse Graduation 


